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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

By and through their respective counsel, Defendants the United States Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
the United States Department of State (DOS) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
(collectively “Defendants”) and Plaintiff Immigrant Advocates Response Collaborative
(“Plaintiff”) (collectively, the “Parties”) hereby agree to settle and compromise the civil action
captioned, Immigrant Advocates Response Collaborative v. U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Security,
et al., Case No. 1:21-cv-1235 (TJM/CFH) (N.D.N.Y.) (the “Civil Action”), under the terms
and conditions set forth in this Settlement Agreement (the “Agreement”).

1. Defendants DOS and ICE shall each individually pay Plaintiff a lump sum of
three-thousand four hundred eighty-one dollars and eight cents ($3,481.08) for attorney fees
and other litigation costs reasonably incurred in this matter (the “Settlement Payments”). The
total lump sum of Settlement Payments of six-thousand nine hundred sixty-two dollars and
sixteen cents ($6,962.16), shall be born equally, as set forth above, by only Defendants DOS
and ICE—mno other Defendant shall pay any portion of the Settlement Payments set forth
herein.

2. The Settlement Payments shall be made by an electronic funds transfer as
specified in instructions provided to undersigned counsel for Defendants DOS and ICE, by
Plaintiff’s counsel in writing. Defendants DOS and ICE will effectuate the Settlement
Payments promptly after the receipt of such instructions by Plaintiff’s counsel. Defendants
DOS and ICE will make appropriate efforts to ensure payment to Plaintiff within 90 days

from the date of filing the Stipulation of Dismissal, attached hereto.

EXHIBIT A
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3. Plaintiff and Plaintiff’s counsel agree and consent to Defendants’ counsel filing the
Stipulation of Dismissal, attached hereto, bearing Plaintiff’s counsel’s printed signature
(designated “By Permission”) with the Court, and such filing shall constitute a dismissal of the
Civil Action with prejudice pursuant Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(ii).

4, This Settlement Agreement constitutes the full and complete satisfaction of any and
all claims on behalf of Plaintiff arising from the FOIA requests at issue in the Civil Action,
including all claims for attorney's fees and costs incurred in the Civil Action.

5. This Agreement has been entered into by Plaintiff and Defendants solely for the
purposes of compromising disputed claims without protracted legal proceedings and avoiding the
expense and risk of such litigation. Therefore, this Agreement is not intended and shall not be
deemed an admission by any Party of the merit or lack of merit of an opposing Party’s claims or
defenses. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this Agreement does not constitute, and
shall not be construed as an admission of liability or fault on the part of Defendants or the United
States or their present or former officials, employees or agents, or as an admission of any contested
fact alleged by Plaintiff in connection with the Civil Action or otherwise.

6. This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the Parties hereto and
supersedes all previous agreements, whether written or oral, between the Parties relating to the
subject matter hereof. No promise or inducement has been made except as set forth herein, and no
representation or understanding, whether written or oral, that is not expressly set forth herein shall
be enforced or otherwise given any force or effect in connection herewith.

7. The terms of this Agreement may not be modified or amended, and no provision
hereof shall be deemed waived, except by a written instrument signed by the party to be charged

with the modification, amendment, or waiver, or by such party’s counsel.
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8. The Parties acknowledge that the preparation of this Agreement was collaborative
in nature, and so agree that any presumption or rule that an agreement is construed against its
drafter shall not apply to the interpretation of this Agreement or any term or provision hereof.

9. Each Party agrees to take such actions and to execute such additional documents as
may be necessary or appropriate to fully effectuate and implement the terms of this Agreement.

10. The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement, including all the terms and
conditions of the compromise settlement herein and any additional agreements or undertakings
relating thereto, may be made public in its entirety.

11. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall
be deemed to be an original and all of which together shall be deemed to be one and the same
agreement. A facsimile or other duplicate of a signature shall have the same effect as a manually
executed original.

12. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the United States and the state of
New York, without regard to the choice of law rules utilized in that jurisdiction.

13. Upon execution of this Agreement by all Parties hereto, this Agreement shall be
binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective heirs, personal
representatives, administrators, successors, and assigns.

14. Each signatory to this Agreement represents and warrants that he or she is fully
authorized to enter into this Agreement on behalf of the persons or entities indicated below, and
has done so freely and voluntarily, without any degree of duress or compulsion. This Agreement
is effective when signed by all parties hereto.

15. The parties each represent and warrant that no party hereto is an infant or an

incompetent person, for whom a guardian has been appointed.
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Albany, NY
January 25, 2023

CARLA B. FREEDMAN
United States Attorney for the Northern

District of New York
Digitally signed by C.

N A
T T i sane
~ -05'00'
By: C. Harris Dague
Assistant United States Attorney
Bar Roll No. 513292
James T. Foley U.S. Courthouse
445 Broadway
Room 218
Albany, NY 12207
T: (518) 431-0258
F: (518) 431-0429
Harris.Dague@usdoj.gov

Counsel for Defendants

Brookline, MA
January 25, 2023

By: Trina Realmuto, NDNY Bar 703108
Kristin Macleod-Ball, NDNY 73190
National Immigration Litigation Alliance
10 Griggs Terrace

Brookline, MA 02446

(617) 819-4447
trina@immigrationlitigation.org
kristin@immigrationlitigation.org

Camille J. Mackler

Immigrant Advocates Response Collaborative
150 State Street, 4th Floor

Albany, NY 12207

(518) 888-4507

cmackler@immigrantarc.org

Counsel for Plaintiff
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