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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

 
 
No: 2:23-cv-347 
 
The Honorable James L. Robart 
 
DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSE 
TO ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FAYEZ MANSOR, et al., 
 
                               Plaintiffs,  
 
v.  
 
U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 
SERVICES, et al., 
 
                               Defendants.  
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On February 10, 2025, Defendants informed this Court that as of February 4, 2025, 

pursuant to sections 2(a)(iii) and (iv) of Exec. Order No. 14,161, Protecting the United States 

From Foreign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public Safety Threats (Jan. 20, 2025), 

and section 16(c) of Exec. Order No. 14,159, Protecting the American People against Invasion 

(Jan. 20, 2025), USCIS paused PFE SCP to review the sufficiency of the background checks 

within the PFE SCP workflow and to ensure compliance with the Executive Orders. ECF No. 97.  

On February 11, 2025, the Court ordered the Parties to show cause as to “why the parties’ 

cross motions should not be stricken from the docket with leave to refile the motions at a later 

date, if appropriate, after Defendants have completed their review.” ECF No. 98. Defendants 

respectfully respond to that order to show cause as follows.  

Defendants do not contest that the PFE SCP workflow is “squarely at issue in the parties’ 

summary judgment briefing.” ECF No. 98. However, USCIS has only paused PFE SCP to review 

the sufficiency of the background checks within the PFE SCP workflow and to ensure compliance 

with the Executive Orders. USCIS has just begun its review of the sufficiency of the workflow’s 

background checks and has not yet determined whether it will make any changes to the PFE SCP 

workflow after it completes its review. It is therefore unknown at this time whether the substance 

of the parties’ motion for summary judgment briefing will be affected by this review.  

Accordingly, Defendants respectfully request that the Court stay its decision on the 

parties’ motion for summary judgment for an initial period of thirty (30) days, until March 13, 

2025, during which USCIS will endeavor to complete its review.  

If the Court grants this brief stay, Defendants agree to file a status report by March 14, 

2025, regarding the status of USCIS’s review and its effect, if any, on the parties’ motions for 
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summary judgment.  

Date: February 11, 2025    Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 BRETT A. SHUMATE 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

 Civil Division 
 
 LAUREN E. FASCETT 
 Senior Litigation Counsel 
  

       By: /s/ Mary L. Larakers  
       MARY L. LARAKERS 

 Senior Litigation Counsel 
 U.S. Department of Justice 
 Office of Immigration Litigation 
 General Litigation and Appeals Section 
 P.O. Box 868, Ben Franklin Station 
 Washington, DC 20044 
 Telephone: (202) 353-4419 
 Email: mary.l.larakers@usdoj.gov 

     
Attorneys for Defendants  
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